
ORIGINAL CAMPUS BUILDINGS 
RESTORED FOR CENTENNIAL 

^ y "̂̂^̂^ year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the completion 
of City College's campus in the 
Hamilton Heights section of 

Harlem. And thanks to a massive restoration 
program that began over 20 years ago, the 
campus that George B. Post designed has 
never looked better. 

CCNY's trek uptown began in 
the late 19th Century with College 
officials and alumni lobbying the 
state legislature for funds to acquire 
property to build a facility to replace 
the aging and overcrowded Free 
Academy building. The site chosen, 
along Convent Avenue between 
138th and 140th Streets, not only 
was one of the largest parcels 
available, but also overlooked the 
Harlem community to the east. 

Post—already famous for the 
New York Stock Exchange—bested 
seven other architects to win the 
commission to design the new 
facility, but before a spade of dirt 
was turned, the College's leaders 

the CityCbllege 
ofNew"feii; 

Published by the Office of 
Communications and Marketing 

had a radical change of thinking. 
Wanting to move toward a 
departmental structure with required 
and elective courses, they embarked 
upon a more ambitious construction 
program with a campus of five 
buildings instead of one. 

The campus Post designed 
consisted of the towering Shepard 
Hall, Townsend Harris Hall, 
designated for "sub-freshmen," 
the gymnasium in Wingate Hall, 
Baskerville Hall, the chemistry 
building, and a mechanical arts 
building and power plant in Compton 
Hall. Goethals Hall was added as a 
second technology building in 1930; 
its later date explains the different 
coloring of its terra cotta trim. 

Post did more than design 
buildings, however. He provided 
the College with a complete 
environment that included interior 
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furniture and decorations, electrical 
fixtures, millwork, landscaping 
and entrance gates. The most 
striking feature was the exterior 
facades, which combined dark gray 
Manhattan schist stone with white 
terra cotta trim and ornamentation, 
including 600 grotesques, caricatures 
of professors and other figures 
associated with higher education. 

The terra cotta became the 
buildings' Achilles heel, however. 
It had been incorporated into the 
structural (load-bearing) walls, but 
it was weaker and more brittle than 
the surrounding stone. Within two 
decades, cracks formed in the terra 
cotta allowing water to seep in and 
corrode the steel beams. 

By the mid-1980s, the situation 
had become critical, especially 
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INTERVIEW WITH 
PRESIDENT WILLIAMS 

CityNews: W H A T W O U L D Y O U L I K E T O SAY A B O U T T H E 

O P E N I N G O F T H E 2OO7 F A L L S E M E S T E R ? 

Gregory H. Williams: To quote a famous jazz 
tune by Fats Waller, "the joint is jumpin." We have 
more than 14,500 students this fall—a number that 
we haven't seen since 1994, just before a budget crisis 
forced the College to close several popular programs. 
There is no question about it: students want to be a 
part of what we are doing at City! 

CN: W E K N O W E N R O L L M E N T H A S G O N E U P S I N C E 

Y O U R A R R I V A L I N T H E F A L L O F 2 0 0 1 . Is T H I S N U M B E R 

E X C E P T I O N A L ? 

GHW: Indeed it is—in fact, we have 20% more 
entering freshmen than we did last year (a larger 
gain than any other C L I N Y college), and we've 
seen increases in total enrollment and in graduate 
enrollment. 

But perhaps the most telling number is this: 
In my first year here, which was the first year that 
the College raised admission standards and did 
not offer remediation, our total enrollment was 
just about 10,200 students. And you wil l probably 
remember that many people worried that raising 
standards meant /ow/g-students. This fall we have 
4,000 more students than we did in Fall 2001! I have 
said it before, but because it is so important for the 
future of public, urban education in this nation: 
CCNY—one of the most diverse colleges in the 
nation—has proven that we can raise standards, 
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raise enrollment, and maintain diversity. 

CN: A N D T H E D O R M ? D I D N ' T W E C A R R Y A F E W 

V A C A N C I E S L A S T Y E A R ? 

GHW: We did carry a few vacant rooms in the dorm 
last year, the first year of operation for The Towers. 
But in higher education circles, the rule-of-thumb is 
that it takes three years to establish a residence hall 
when there is no tradition of living on campus. Well, 
City College is ahead of the curve. This fall The 
Towers are full and there's a waiting list to get in. 

CN: W H A T O T H E R C H A N G E S A R E G O I N G O N T H I S Y E A R 

A T C I T Y ? 

G H W : One of the most exciting changes on our 
horizon concerns doctoral programs— and it's a 
change of the first magnitude. Many of our readers 
wil l know that several doctoral degree programs of 
the City University of New York are taught right here 
at City College, although the degree "reads" CUNY, 
not CCNY'. Now the College and the University are 
pursuing steps with the state to ensure that all of the 
C U N Y Ph.D. programs in engineering (in biomedical, 
mechanical, electrical, chemical and civil engineering) 
that have always been taught on our campus wil l bear 
the name of The Grove School of Engineering of The 



City College of New York. And five doctoral programs 
in science (in biology, physics, chemistry and earth and 
atmospheric sciences) and math will be issued jointly 
by City College and the Graduate Center of City 
University. 
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opportunities to study 
abroad, not unlike 
students at private, 

^5 residential colleges. 

CN: ISN'T THIS KIND OF "INSIDER B.ASEBALL.'" WHAT 

REAL DIFFERENCE DOES IT .MAKE WHOSE NAME APPEARS 
ON THE DIPLOMA.? 

GHW: This is a momentous change that will have an 
enormous impact on our ability to compete for research 
grants, top faculty and the best students; it will change 
the funding model for the entire institution. And it 
will make a difference in how we are perceived as 
a research university. We will be ranked among the 
finest schools in the region and this will energize all of 
our programs, not just those awarding these degrees. 
In fact, when this was discussed by the Faculty 
Senate—the governing body of the faculty—some 
of the most eloquent voices raised in support of this 
change belonged to professors in the social sciences 
and the humanities. 

CN: A FINAL "TRICK" QUESTION. As ClTV COLLEGE 
BECOMES STRONGER AND BETTER KNOWN WHAT IS 

THE ONE THING THAT YOU THINK ALUMNI DON'T KNOW 

ABOUT THEIR ALMA MATER THAT THEY SHOULD KNOW 

GHW: That is a tricky question. I think most of 
our alumni would be surprised—happily surprised 

—to learn that our students have many wonderful 
opportunities to study abroad, not unlike students at 
private, residential colleges. 

We offer semesters in Europe, mainly in Germany, 
Austria, England and Spain. Students who cannot fit an 
entire semester away from campus into their schedules 
can pursue shorter programs in the winter and summer 
sessions in Africa and Central America. For many 
years, for example, we've been taking an eclectic group 
of medical students, engineers and humanities and 
political science students to Morocco over the winter 
break to study the Arabic language and culture. 

We also have Service Learning programs in 
which students intern in countries that need help in 
rebuilding their societies after civil war or conflict. In 
the last issue of City News, for example, you learned 
about the civil engineering students who built a water 
system for a tiny Honduran village; in the next, you 
will learn about six honors students who spent the 
summer in Sierra Leone—each placed with a different 
non-profit organization trying to cope with the 
aftermath of the civil war there 

Many of these programs offer home stays witli host 
families and field trips to places of historical and 
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cultural interest. All of them give our students the 
opportunity to earn academic credit for courses taken 
or for research and experiential learning. 

One of my goals is to expand these opportunities 
for our students. These experiences are life changing, 
and I believe that in the global society of the 21st 
century, it is our responsibility to give our students the 
chance to enjoy them and learn from them. • 












